
Wrenthorpe Academy Long Term Planning: Reception  
 

 
SUBJECT: 

AUTUMN 1 
 

AUTUMN 2 
 

SPRING 1 
 

SPRING 2 
 

SUMMER 1 
 

SUMMER 2 
 

Topic 
Marvellous Me 
(Autumn begins 23rd 
Sept) 

Let’s Celebrate 
(Winter begins 21st Dec) 

Arctic Animals Local Heroes 
(Spring begins 20th Mar) 

Pre-Historic 
Planet 

What a Wonderful 
World! 
(Summer begins 21st 
June) 

Enrichment/themed 
weeks 

 Settling in – 
introduction to 
provision and 
challenges 

 WOW day – 
Reception’s 
Got Talent 

 Let’s Celebrate 
WOW day to 
introduce 
topic 

 Bonfire Night 

 Diwali 

 Hanukkah 

 Birthday WOW 
day – plan and 
have a party 

 Christmas 
nativity farm 
visit 

 Arctic Animals 
WOW day to 
introduce 
topic 

 Chinese New 
Year 

 Video 
conference 
with penguin 
expert! 

 Penguin ice 
challenge 

 Superhero 
WOW Day to 
introduce 
topic 

 Pancake day 

 Ultimate Hero 
Day 

 ‘People Who 
Helped Us’ 
visits to school 

 ‘I am a hero’ 
WOW day 

 Dinosaur 
WOW day to 
introduce 
topic 

 Eureka – EYFS 
week 

 What a 
wonderful 
world WOW 
day to 
introduce 
topic 

 Sports Week 

 Hatch It! 

 Transition 
ready for Year 
One 

PSHE (Jigsaw) Being Me in My World Celebrating Difference Dreams and Goals Healthy Me Relationships Changing Me 

RE Big Question 
Being Special Which stories are 

special and why? 
Which places are 
special and why? 

Which people are 
special and why? 

What times are special 
and why? 

What is special about 
our world? 

Communication and 
Listening (Prime) 

 
Literacy (Specific) 

***Autumn stories 
Only One Me 
I’m Me 
Marvellous Me 
The Five Senses 

Bonfire Night/Fire 
Safety 
Lighting a Lamp: A Divali 
Story 
Kipper’s Birthday 
Nativity Story 

***Winter stories 
Stick Man 
The Polar Bear’s Home 
Lost and Found/ 
Penguin non-fiction 

Supertato 
Supertato: Run, 
Veggies, Run 
Supertato: Veggies 
Assemble 
Supertato: Hap-pea 
ever after 
Superdaisy 
My Mum 

***Spring/Summer 
stories 
Dinosaurs Love 
Underpants 
The Dinosaur That 
Pooped a Planet (jet 
pack homework) 
Dinosaur Diary 

Jack and the Beanstalk 
Jack and the Incredibly 
Mean Stalk 
The Hungry Caterpillar 

Understanding the 
World (Specific) 

Senses 
Understanding that we 
are all different (Only 
One You) 
Harvesting vegetables 
Marvellous Me Box 

Light experiment 
(torches and shadows) 
Seasonal changes 
Christmas 
Christmas around the 
world 

Winter (seasons) 
Ice investigation 
Winter in different 
countries 
Winter animals 
Chinese New Year 

Spring  
Finding out about 
people and places 
Talk about different 
occupations 
Science week 

Making dinosaur eggs 
Become an 
archaeologist 
Volcanoes and 
eruptions 

Life cycles – plant, 
chick, butterfly 
Growing experiments – 
beans, cress and grass 
Planting in spiritual 
garden 
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Autumn leaf hunt 
Leaf crown 
Sound hunt 
Colours in the 
environment 

Celebrating birthdays Floating and sinking Healthy eating Parts of the plant that 
you can eat 

Physical 
Development 

(Prime) 

Multi-skills: Fundamental Movement Skills – agility, 
turning and jumping 
Balance bikes 

Dance mentoring 
programme 
Balance bikes 

Gymnastics mentoring 
programme 
Balance bikes 

Multi-skills: 
Fundamental 
Movement Skills – ball 
skills 
Balance bikes 

Games mentoring 
programme 
Balance bikes 

Expressive Arts and 
Design (Specific) 

Scarecrows and 
combine harvesters 
Autumn leaf rubbings 
Conker rolling artwork 
Self portraits 
Harvest artwork 
Stained glass windows 
(leaves) 
Basic art skills 

Bonfire Night – straw 
firework pictures 
Christmas nativity 
Diva lamps (clay) 
Christmas crafts 
Plan a birthday party 

Penguins and polar 
bears 
Snowmen  
Snowflakes 
Chinese New Year 

Observational 
drawing/painting 
Cards – Mother’s Day 
Hero capes and masks 
Arts week 

Colour mixing and 
shading 
Exploring textures 
Dinosaur footprints 

Butterflies 
Minibeasts 
Plants 
Castles and beanstalks 
Whole class beanstalk 
Grass paintbrushes 
Play-dough chicks 
Build your chick a nest 
(team building) 

Maths (Specific) See Little Big Maths planning for the progress drives for each term 

 


